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in ancient times, as far as the Black Sea, where
Finnic tribes, together with Mongolic and Turkic,
are supposed to have "been known to the Greeks
under the comprehensive and convenient name of
Scythians. As we possess no literary documents of
any of these nomadic nations, it is impossible to
say, even where Greek writers have preserved their
barbarous names, to what branch of the vast North-
Turanian class they belonged. Their habits were
probably identical before the Christian era, during
the Middle Ages, and at the present day. One tribe
takes possession of a tract and retains it for several
generations, and gives its name to the meadows
where it tends its flocks, and to the rivers where the '
horses are watered. If the country be fertile, it will
attract the eye of other tribes; wars begin, and if
resistance be hopeless, hundreds of families fly from
their paternal pastures, to migrate perhaps for gene-
rations, for migration they find a more natural life
than permanent habitation ; and after a time we may
rediscover their names a thousand miles distant.
Or two tribes will carry on their warfare for ages,
till with reduced numbers both have perhaps to make
common cause against some new enemy.

During these continued struggles their languages
lose as many words as men are killed on the field of
battle. Some words, we might say, go over, others
are made prisoners, and exchanged again during
times of peace. Besides, there are parleys and chal-
lenges, and at last a dialect is produced which may
very properly be called a language of the camp
(Urdu-zaban, camp-language, is the proper name of